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A N 

E S SAY 

* , 

ON 

REASON. 

g^^l ROM Time's vail: Length, eternal and un- 
|E5 known, 

Eflence of God, coeval Reason ftione;* 
Mark'd each recefs of Providence and Fate, 
Weighing the prefent, part, and future ftate: 
'Ere Earth to ftart from Nothing was decreed, 5 
'Ere Man had fal'n, or God youchfaPd to bleed ! 

Part of Herjelf in Ederi s pair flie faw, 
Where Virtue was but practice, Nature law : 




* Eft quidcm vera Lex, rcda Ratio, naturae congruens, diffufa in omnes, con- 
ftans, fcmpiterna. Huic legt ncc promulgari fas eft, neque derogari cx hac 

aliquid licet, neque tota abrogari poteft Nec erit alia Romas, alia Athe- 

nis, alia nunc, alia p. -it hac. Sed omnes Genres, &c omni tempore una Lex, & 
fcmpiterna, &c immutabilis cohtincbit. Tull. de Rep. L. 3. preferv'd by La- 
aant,L. 3. c. 6 

Decs, 6c Ratio quae cunda gubernat. Manil. L. 2. 

B Where 



Digitized by Google 



- — • 

to 

Where Truth was almoft felt as well as feen, 
(Perception half) and fcarce a mift between: i 0 
Where homage ftrove in praife and prafr t'adore, 
By one to honour, and by one implore; 
While Temp'rance cropt the herb, and mixt the bowl, 
And health warm'd fenfe, and fenfe fublim'd the foul. 

Fear was not then; nor malady, nor age; i 5 
Nor publick hatred, nor domeftick rage; — 
No fancy'd want, no lull of tafte decreed 
The honeft oxe to groan, the lamb to bleed : 
No earth-born Pride had fnatch'd th' Almighty's rod, 
O'erturn'd the balance, or blafphem d the God ; 20 
No Vice, (for vice is only truth deny 'd) 
Nurs'd Ignorance, or Nature's voice bely'd. 

Hail blifsful pair! whofe fenfe if farther wrought 
Had weaken'd, ftretch'd, and agoniz'd the thought : 
Created both to know and to poffefs 2$ 
What we, unhappy, can but barely guefs ; 
Truth to furvey in cleared lights arrang'd, 
'Ere frauds were form'd to rules, or words were 
'Ere evry acT: a double afped bore, [ctang'd, 
Or doubts, intending well, perplext us more. 30 

. You 
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You faw the Source of anions and the End: 
Why things are oppolite, and why they biend ; 
How from eternal caufes good and i\\ 
Subfift; how jtaingle, yet are different. (KM. 
How Modes unnumber'd foften and unite ; 35 
How ftrength of faiftiood glares, and ftrength of light 

Half of the God came open to your view : 
You hail'd his prefence, and his voice you knew: 
That God, whofe light is Truth, whofe vafl extent 
Of pleafure, Good — felf-form'd and felf-content! 
Unhurt by years, unlimited by place, 41 
At once overflowing Time, and Thought, and Space ! 

By knowing him, you knew him to be Befi : 

* 

(For the firft Attribute infers the .reft,) 

Knew from his Mind why boundlefs Virtue rofe, 45 

Why his unerring Will that virtue chofe, 

Not fomething fep'rate (as the Deift dreams) 

To circumfcribe his pow'r, contract his fchemes; 

For Reafon, tho'it binds th' immortal will, 

Is but a portion of the Godhead (till;* 50 

This learn, ye Wits, by facred myft'ry aw'd, 

And know, that God is only guide to God ! f 

* This 

* Quod quacris, Deus eft — Manil. L. 4. 
f 111c, Legis hujus Inventor, Difceptator, Lator. Tull.de Rep preferv'dby La&. 
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This the Fir ft knew, their heart, their knowledge 
Their reafon perfect, as their frame could bear; [dear, 
Till luft of change and more than mortal pride 55 
Infringed the law, the penalty defy'd: 
Curft by themfelves in Eden's bleft abodes, 
Poffeffing all, yet raging to be Gods : 
Thence Sin unnerv'd the fenfe, obfeur'd the foul, 
And ftill encreas'd, like rivers as they roll: 6 0 
For Nature once deprav'd, like motion croft, 
Ne'er of her felf can gain the Pow'rs Ihe loft. 

But here the moderns eagerly difpute, 

44 Why in a ftate of knowledge abfolute, 

" (Where unmixt truth came naked to the view, 65 

" And the firft glance could pierce all nature thro':) 

* God Ihould an Editt pofitive decree 

" And guard fo ftricl; th' inviolable Tree? 

•« This were, for trifles, Jagely to contend, 

" To barter truth for Jhow, for means the end. 7 o 

Agreed : But firft our mighty feet fhou d prove 
God has no Title to our faith or love : * 
To awe fubmiflive, reverential fear, 
To hope, to homage, to the grateful tear; 

Time 

\f,M yiymW SUaU Deo, c. tJ . , "** 
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That truth omhifcient may fometjmes deceive, 
That all-wife bounty knows not what to give ; 
Firft let the Critics of the Godhead make 
Such Theorems clear, and then this Anfwer take. $ 9 

That Adam, tho' all Moral truth he faw, 
Yet fcarce a Motive had t'infringe that Law : 
How could he honour other Gods than one ? 
How change a fpirit into fculptur'd ftone? 
How, the firft morning Life inform'd his frame, 85 
Durft he profane his Maker's facred name I , 
How without Parents could intemp'rate rage, 
Spurn the hoar head, or mock the tears of age? 
Why mould he covet ? when fupremely bleft — 
Or why defraud? When all things he poffeft — 90 
The bridal Bed for whom ihould he deceive? 
Or whom aiTaflin, but his much-lov'd Eve ? — 
Hence 'twas that man by Pojitives was trv'd : 
And hence behold the Godhead juftify'd. 

Add, that the Reajoning Faculty of man 95 
Serv'd not as now, when Adam firft began : 
Much tho' he Jaw, yet little had he trfd, 
Nor known Experience, Nature's fu reft guide: 

C .See. 
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See then, a previous caufe and reafon giv'n 
Why a RevcaVd Injtinci Ihould come from heav'n, * ©° 
Which op'd at once the natures and the powr's 
Of earth, air, fea, beafts, reptiles, fruits, and flow'rs . — 

Effects, as yet un-caus'd, thence Adam knew, 
The rage of poifons, and the balms of dew: 
Smil'd when the gen'rous courferpaw'd the plains, *°s 
Ytt flmn'd the tygrefs, and her beauteous ftains: 
Nurft the foft Dove that flumber'd on his bread, 
Nor touch'd the Dipfas' poifon-flaming creft. 

How had he trembled in that bleft abode, 
Had not hisSov'reignty been taught by God? iw 
Or how, unlicens'd, durfl he wanton, tread 
Ev'n the green Infect in its herbal bed? 
For Life, like Property, is no man's flave, 
And only He can reaflume, that gave. 115 

[This by the way:] The hiftory of the Fall, 
And how the firfl>form*d loins contained us all, 
Dread points ! which none explain, and few conceive, 
We wave for ever, Doctors, by your leave. 
Ethnics and Chriftians a Corruption grant; 120 
The Manner How, ftill wicked Wits may want. 

So, 
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So, if they doubt what, Sound, or Vtfion be? 
Thence let cm prove we cannot hear, nor fee 

'Spite of their Mock ty alfo, plain is this, 
That' no man had a plea to Jfjam's blifs. 
Grant that the Parent waftes a t*aft Eftate— **3 
Is he for that, juft obje& of our hate, / 
Provided all remains that Ufe requires^ 
Or Need can crave, for Ends and f<>r Defires? 
To point out Evil, Virtue s heights to reach, 
This life to foften, or the next to teach ? 13b 

Shall Man, becaufc he wants a Seraph's flame, 
Not tafte the Joys proportion'd to his frame ? 
Knowledge enough for Ufe, for Pride is givn ; 
Strong, but not Senfitive as truth in heavn ; 
Clear, yet adapted to the mental Sight; 135 
For too much truth o'erpowrs as too much light. 

Reason, like Virtue in a Medium lies ; 
A hairs-breadth more might make us mad not wife, 

* 

Out-know evn Knowledge, and out-polifli Art, 
Till Newton drops down giddy — a Dejcartesl 140 
For Reajon like a King who thirfes for Pow'r^ 
Leaves Realms unpeopled, while it conquers more — 

Admit 
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Admit our eyesight, as the Ljnx\ clear; 
T attain the 4ifismt, we o'erfhoot the near: 
[For Art too nice, like Tuhes rtverft, extends *45 
Things beypnd things, till evn the object ends.] 
Hance Natd#, Aeidts, faw mas fit 
To fix th' extreroeft itretch of human Wit : 
Wit, like an Ipfed clamoring up a ball, 
Mounts to one point, and then of courfe muft fall, *5° 
No wifer, if its pains proceed, than end, 
And all its Journey only to defcend ! ■ > 

The Queftion is not therefore, how much light 
God s Wifdom gives us, but texert it right : 
Enough remains fbr ev ry focial End, I S5 
For pra&ice, theory, fdf, neighbour, friend: 
Then call not Knowledge narrow, Heav n unkind, 
One Curfe there is, 'tis Wantonnefs of Mind — 
No human Plummets can Abyiles found ; 
Agreed ; yet rocks they reach and fhelving ground ; 
Thus Reafon, where tis dangrous, fteers us right, 160 
And then diffolves amidft the Abyfs of Light 

'Tis Reajon finds th' Horrizons giimm'ring line 
Where realms of Truth and realms, of Error join : 

Views 
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Views its own Hemifphere with thankful eyes, 165 
Thinks Nature good in that which (he denies; 
While Pride amidft the vaft abrupt muft foar — . 
Alas, to fathom God is to be more! 

Then dare be wife, into thy felf defcend, 
Sage to fome purpofe, ftudious tofome end; • 1 .7« 
Search thy own heart, the /F<?// where knowledge lies; 
Thence (not from higher earth) wc catch the skies ; 
Leave Myfiry to the Seraph's purer thought 
Which takes in Truth, a? forms by dreams are caught t 
Leave Lull to brutes whofe unhurt fenfe is fuch, * 75 
That tenfold tranfport thrills at ev'ry touch: 
Holding the middle fphere where Reafon lies, 
Than thefe more temp'rate^ as than thofe lcfs wife. 
Each powrof Animals in each degree, 
Evnfecond InfticT:, Knowledge is to thee: i2o 
Th' effect as certain, tho' the birth more flow, , 
For like the Rofe it muft expand and blow : 
Time muft call forth the manhood of the mind ; f 
By ftudy ftrengthen'd and by tafte refin'd: 

• *£r/W $XtTt. 'Erin I I1HTH «5 *f*K, &c. M. Anton. L. 7. 

■f Praterea gigni par iter cum corpore, & una 
Crcfccre fcmimus (pariterque fenefcere) mentem. 
Indc ubi robuftis adolevit viribus xras, 

Confilium quoque majus, & audtior eft anioii Vis. Lucrec L. 3 

D Its 
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ItsA&ioftopen, as itsrPurpofe tnuy *8 S 
Slow to refblve, but cohftant to purfue ; 
Weeded from paflion, prejudice, and pride, ' 
Mod'rate to all, yet fteady to one fide. - ' - 

Such once was Knight: In word, in action clear ; 
Ev'n in the laft recefs of thought fincere ; 190 
Grace without Titles, Virtuous without Show, 
Learn'd without Pride, and Juft without a Foe; 
Alike Humane, to pity, or impart; 
The cooleft head, and yet the warmeft heart. 
O early loft! With ev'ry Grace adornd! 195 
By me, (fo Heav'n ordains it) always mourn'd; 
In Life's full joy, and Virtue's faireft bloom 
Untimely check'd, and hurry'd to the Tomb : 
Torn ev'n from Her whom all the world approv'd, 
More Bleft than man, and more than man Belov'd! 

How few, like thee, truth's arduous paths can tread, 
Trace her flow ftreams, and tafte them at their head ? 
See how fcarft fages, and pale fchoolmen roam 
From Art to Art? their Mind a Void at home. 
For oft our Underftanding apes our eyes, 205 
Forgets itfelf, tho' all things it defcries. 

Minds 



Digitized by Google 



( ii V 



Minds like true Pictures are by diftance proVd, : 
And Obje&s proper^ only isremov'd.-^ 

Yet Reafon has a. fund of charms tengagej 
Art, fmdy, medication, youth) and age i i to 

Beauty which muft the Slave, the Monarch ftrikei 
Homage which paid not injures both alike; ^ 
Virtue at once to pleafe and-to befriend, • * 

(Great Nature '£ due, obferVaht of its end) <' - 
Such were the paths the rubric Antienfs' trod; a*4 
Thei friends of Virtue, and the * fwends of God; 

Science like this, important and divine, ; 
The good man offers Reafon, at thy fhrine: 
See*77*<?, God, Nature, (well explain d) the fame : f 
Not chang'd when thought on, varying but in name ; 
Sees whence each aptitude, each diff fence fprings, 
How thought ev'n acls and meaning lives in things : 
Orelfe examines at lefs ftudious hours 
The Thinking Faculty, its fource, itspowr's: 
How, ftretchd like Kneller's canvas firft it lies 22^ 
'Ere the foft tints awake, or outlines rife : 

*Wifd. of Sol. c. vii. v. 27. 

f Quid cuim aliud eft Nature quam Lkus & Divitia Ratio toti mundo, 
& partibov uifcrta? Senec. 

How, 
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How, till the Finifbing of tHnce feven years, 
The Mafter-Figure Reajm fcarce appears : 
Sighs to furvey a Realm by right its own; • . >; . 
While Taffim, [fierce co-heir] ufurps the throne ; *3° 
K fecond Nero, turbulent iri (Way, 
His Pleafure> Noife ; his Life One ftormy Day; 
Headftrong in , love, afcd headftrong too in hate, 
Refolv'd tenflave the Mob, or fink' the State; . 
Sad farce of pow'r, fad anarchy of things, 235 
Where brutes are fubje&s, and where tyrants kings. 

Yet in this infant ftate, by ftealth, by chahce, 
Th' increafing mind ftill feels a flow advance, 
Thro* the dark Void ev n gleams of Truth can ihoot, 
And love of Liberty upheave at root. 2+0 
No more the tender feeds unquicken'd lie, 
But ftretch their form and wait for wings to fly : 
Senfation firft, the groundwork of the whole, 
Deals ray by ray each image to the foul : 
Perception true to ev'ry nerve receives 245 
The various impulfe, now exults, now grieves ! 
Thought works and ends, and dares afrefh begin ; 
So whirlpools pour out ftreams, and fuck them in; 

That 
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that Thought romantic Memory detains 

In unknown cells and in aereal chains ; a 5° 

Imagination thence her flow'rs tranflates* 

And Fancy emulous of God, creates : 

Experience {lowly moving jlext appears, 

Wife but by habit, judging but from years; 

Till Knowledge comes, a wife and gen'rous heir, 2 2 5 

And opes the Refervoir averfe to fpare ; 

And, Reajon rifes, tht Newtonian Sun, 

Moves all, guides all, and all fuftains in one, 

Bright Emanation of the: Godhead hail, 
Fountain of living luftre, he'er to fail ; 260 
As none deceiving, fo of nonedeceiy'd;!* 
Beheld, and in the aft of Sight believed, ; 
In Truth, in Strength, in Majefty airay'd, 
No Change to tufn thee, and no Cloud to&ade! 

Such iaberfelf is Reason—: Deiftfay, 26$ 
What haft thou here t'objecT:, t explain away ? 
Think'ft thou thy Reajon this unerring Rule?* 
Then live a madman — and yet die a fool! 

* At ncqoe dcciphur Ratio, neqoe decipit unquatn. Manil. 
f Ratio Diis Hominibufinie communis: hec in illis confummata eft, in no- 
bis coiuummabaU. Sehec. Epift. 

E God 
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God gave us Reafon as the Stars were giv'n, 

Not to difcard the Sun, but mark out Heav n ; 270 

At once a Rule of Faith, if well employ'd, ♦ 

A Source of Pleafure; if aright enjoy'd, 

And Poirit, round which th' etearnal error lies 

Of fools too credulous, and >wits too wife ; 

A faithful guide to comfort and to fave, 275 

Till the Mind floats, like Peter on the wave: 

Then bright-ey d Hope defcends, of heav nly birth, 

And Fahh, our Immortality on Earth, 

A Saviour fpeaks! lo darkdefs iowrs no more, 

And the huflit billows fleepagainft the fliore. 280 

If this be hardship, let the dying heir 

Spurn back his father's aid, and- aide his care? 

If this be cruel, partial, or unwife, 

Then perifli infidel, and God derpife! 

Nor flows it hence, that Revelation's force 285 
Chains Reafon down, or thwarts it id its courfe: 
Since Obligation, firft of Moral tics 
Binds thus, and yet no Tyranny implies: 
We grant that men th' eternal motive fee, 
Yet motive, where there's choice,ftill leaves them free : 

True 
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True Libmy was ne'er by Licenje gain'd, 291 
Nor are Liege-fubjecls Slaves becaufe reftrain'd ;* 
Reftri&ion Jhows the check, but none creates; 
So Prefcience finds, but not neceflitates. 

Yet ftill the Wits with partial voice exclaim, 295 
What art thou Truth ? what Knowledge ? but a name. 
In fhort, are Mortals free, or are they bound? 
Tell us, is Reafon fomething, or a found. 

Friends 'tis agreed: Behold the gen'rous part, 
My foul at once unfolded, and my heart; 39° 
Too brave to be by Superftition aw'd, 
And yet too modeft to confront the God ; 
Chain'd to no int'reft, bigot to no caufe, 
Slave of no hope, preferment, or applaufe! 
For thofe who cleave to Truth for Virtue's fake, 3°5 
Enjoy all party-good, yet nothing ftake. 

Thou then, Q Source of uncreated Light, x 
Hallow my lips, and guard me whilft I write 1 

Firft in that Poav'r, [to whofe eternal thought 
No outward object e'er one image brought, 3*° 

1 

The part, the whole, the fee-er and the feen, 
No diftance, inference, or act between :1 

• " : * v R E A- 

- - - * Jdcirco omnes Legum Servi fumm, ut Ubcri c(Je poftimus. Tuli. 
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Reason plrefides, diffufing thence abroad 

Thro' truth, thro' things-the Teft, the Point of God .*' 

As perfect Reafon from the Godhead fprings, 
(And ft ill unchang'd \fferfeH ;) fo from Things, 3 1 6 
Truths, Anions — in their kind and their degree 
Starts real meaning, difference, harmony, f 
Thefe all imply a Reafon, Reafon ftill 
A Duty, good if fought, if fought not, ill; 3 20 
Hence in the chain of caufes, Virtue, Vice, 
And thence Religion, take their gen rai rife. 

God firft creates, the ref rence, nature, force 
Of things created mull: refult of courfe; 
As well might Senfe its evidence difclaim, 3*5 
Or Chance sketch out Earth's, Heav'ns ftupendous 
As well might Motion to be Reft cbnfent, [frame, 
As well might Matter fill without extent, 
As things (inftead of being what they ought,) 
Sink into hazard, whim; caprice, or nought. 33° 

* Deus totus, Ratio eft. Sencc nat. quaeft. L. i 

-f* Eft profcdlo aliquid Natura pulchrum atque przclarum, quod Jfxmte fua 
petftretur, quodque fpecta 6c contcmpta volupcate, opcimus quifque fcqucre- 
tur. Tull. dc Sened. 

Quodquc Vere dictmus, ctiamfi a nullo laudctur, Natura eft laudabile. Idem 
de Oflk. 

Etcnim illud ipfum quod Honeftum Dccoruroque diciraiw per ft nobis pla- 
cer, animofque omnium Natura & Jpecie fua commovet. Ibid. L. 2. c. 9. 
' **f tm H ArA#ON J if (Urtl ETTOT ENEKA ? wftrfr * «»r«fMf Arift. Xhct. t. 6. 

Hence 
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Hence in each art the Great, the Glorious warms, 
For Science only copies Moral Charms,* 
Myfterious excellence ! the dome, the draught, 
The lay, the confort fwell upon the thought. 

The Mind to nobler beauty thence proceeds, 335 
The union, colouring, and force of deeds ; 
Swells in the hero's caufe with vaft efteem, 
Pants for the Patriot, and would more than feem. 
Labours with Brutus in the ftern Decree, 
Yet whifpers 'midft his tears, ORome be free! 340 
Envies at Utica the. Stoic fword, 
Or bleeds at Gtrtbage, Martyr to its word ! f 

Thefe truths congenial, nor devis'd tho' found, 
Live in each age, and (hoot frpni evr'y ground: 
Bloom or o*M'u>n\ qr on J^scoaft, 345 
Midft JbiffiniSs flames* or Zembtfs froft 

« Yet ft ill the tWits and ■ Moralifts exclaim 
" That Virtue s cafual oft, and oft a name: 

„;.,;w faftum ooffc cert am Rattonem naw.ro t m A-.JL t J *■ ~> 

' . V P ^ At 
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Tis his, t' improve good fenfe, but none create, 
Ty'd down to fpend no more than his eftate : S9<> 
To ftrike no notion out, no truth deduce, 
But juft as nature fow'd the feeds for ufe. 

This inftance urg'd and drawn from mental pow'rs, 
Earth each day teftifies in trees and flow rs : 
Culture with skill, and fcience join d with toil, 395 
Teach Perjia's peach to bloom in Albion's foil, 
As truly nature s produce here, as there 
In its own funfhine and its fpicy air. — 
For truth, like earth made barren by the fall, 
Juft as men labour, tribute pays to all : 4°° 
<Plain, if kind Heav'n two bleffings fliall impart, 
A reafonable head, and upright heart: 
For plainnefs riles in a giv'n degree 
As men are honeft, and as men can fee ; /■ 
paries may be harder to th' unletter'd clown 4^5 
Than Hed'lin, or Bojfu to wits in town. 
What's Ethic to the true pains-taking man, 
Who never thinks and cheats but all he can ? 
What's Sh**rys hairs-breadth morals at the Change ? 
Or TindaVs fitnefs at Philemon's Grange? 410 

Or 
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Or folid Reas'ning to the headftrong youth, 
His Tutor, Pain, Experiment his Yruth ? 

In fhort, one fentence may the whole difcufs — 
As we with Truth, Truth coincides with us: 
This boults the matter fairly to the bran, 415 
And nothing more wits, bards, deans, doctors can. 

Nature like God, ne'er felt the leaft decay ; 
But human nature has, and oft (he may: 
Full in the child th' unfinew'd fire appears, 
More weak by growth, more infantine by years ; 4 20 
And ductile vice each new impreflion takes, 
Paflive as air, with ev ry motion makes. 

Like fome true Roman Dome Mankind appears, 
The pile impaird, but not o'erwhelm'd by years; 
Ev'n the remains ftrength, beauty, ufe impart, 425 
And, faint, or rough, are equal proofs of art : 
Yet nothing but the firft-creating hand 
Shall fill the fliadowy lines, or new command, 
Bid the ftretch'd roof to fwell, the arch to bend, 
The wings to widen, and the front extend ! 43° 
Yet as true madmen, moft their friends fufpecT:; 
So Wits tor this, (hall ev'n their God reject! 

G Not 
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Not that my verfe Right Reafon would control^ 
True Freedom limit, or contract the Soul ; 
Th* exchange were one to bigotry from pride, 435 
A hairs-breadth ferves to join thenv ot divide ; 

■ 

Yet proper decencies moft ftill be had, 

Not meanly pious we, nor vainly mad : 

Reafon, like Ifrael, Horebs place defcries, 

But if lhe gazes wantonly, fhe dies ; 4+0 

If well-attemper'd, her ethereal light 

Will fix our'flippery ftep$, and gild our night: 

Or elfe at moft we run a ra(h, career, 

Or fare like pilots, who by meteors fteer ; 

For, like a mark Jhes faithful to the view, 445 

But juft as diftance, force, and aim are true: 

Then guide, and judge, and guardian of our ways, 

Teft of our deeds, and umpire of our praife, 

Source of our joy, and bound'ry of our grief, 

Anchor of hope, and pilot of belief! 450 

True to the clear, unbiaft, humble foul, 

Which trembling feeks her, as the fteei its pole ! 

Yet ah, how few ev'n antient times beheld, 
(When Greece and Rome in arms and arts excel'd) 

Who 
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Who thro* life's mafce the fteps of Nature trod, 45 S 
Reafon their guide, and Truth their unknown God * 
The Stagyrite, who bold to heav'n could foar, 
Trembled atlafttodie, and be no more; 
Gods, angels, glories op'd on Plato s view, 
Yet judgment quench'd the flames which rapture blew: 
Midft myriads, who but Socrates appears 4 61 
The birth, pride, effort of three thoufand years ! 

Nothing the reft, or worfe than nothing meant, 
God was but Chance, and Virtue but Confettt, * 
At beft the Hero's was an impious name : 46$ 
Free Patriots while they bled were flaves to fame ; 
Ev'n Hell was fable, and their bleft abodes 
Of Brutes a Synod, or a Mob of Gods ! 

What Braminytt, what Sage of Rome ox Greece 
E'er form'd one moral Syftem of a piece ? 470 
Or half an Altar rais d, or Duty paid, ■ 
Unmix d with rituals, homage, myft'ry, made ? 
He therefore beft infers who fteersby facT:, 
And weighs not Reafons Pow'r, but Folly s Act: 

* Non Philofophorum Judicia, fed dclirantium fomnia, Tull. dc Nat. 
De<?r. D. i. 

Which 
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Which of thofe godlike antients ever drew 375 
The Whole of Ethics juftly round and true?* 
Had Million or to prophecy or preach ? 
San&ion t excite, Authority to teach ? 
Nay ev n their Rule of Morals and of Life 
Was often wrong, various, oft at ftrife — 4 8 ° 

'Gainfc State or Prieft they little durft impart, 
Their lips fcarce breath d the truths that fcorch'd 

their heart : 
Hence Samos Sage the current faith advis'd, 
Hence Plato trim'd his Creeds, and temporiz'd, 
And Greece for \ one mans head in holy rage, 485 
[A ftrange example in that modrate age] 
More Art employ 'd, more Premiums iflu'd forth, 
Than all our modern Deifts heads are worth. 

Nay half the fource of moft the antients knew, 
From Noah they, as He from Eden drew : 49° 
Whence Truth in fecret pipes to Memphis paft, 
Thence ftraind thro' Jewry water'd Afia laft. 

* Vcritatem & divina: Religionis Arcanum Philofophi attigerunr, fed aliis 
rcicl!ent:bus, deiendcre id quod invencranr, nequivcrunt, quia fingulis ratio non 
quadravit, nec ea, qua; vera fenferant, in i'ummam redigere potuerar:t. lac- 
tam, de div. Praem. 

f Diago/as. 

So 
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So Nilus wanders myftic in its flow, 

And Columns toft from Ttmfi feed the Pa. 

Now too, Wit s Titans fpite of all their boaft, 495 
But combat God with his own arms at moil : 
The truths they boaft of, and the rules they know, 
Seen not, or own'd not, firft from Scripture flow. 
So painters us'd to copy, feem t'invent, 
Of aid unconfcius, and in theft content. s°° 
Faith ftrikes the light, but pride aflumes the fame. 
Sure, like th' oblig'd t'efface her Patron's name: 
For as when vigorous breezes drive a fleet, 
(Solid herfelfand fixt:) So here 'tis Thus; 505 
Nor we to God, but God accedes to us. 

For ah, ev'n here where life a journey runs, 
Bleft with new day-light arid with hearer funs: : 
Virtue's dim lights by God's own hand fupplicd, 
With Sanction ftrengthen'd, honour'd with a Guide, 
How few (except inftru&ed firft and led) £5 11 
Can thrid the Maze, or touch the Fountain's head? 

' r ' - A- 

* Qua vchimur navi, fcrtur, cum ftare vidctur : 
Qiijb mancc in Stationc, ca practer crcditur ire; 
Et fugcre ad puppim colles, campique videntur.Lt;cR£T.L. 4. 

H Obferve 
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Obferve a Mean twixt Bigotry and Pride, 
Hit the ftrait way, or err not in the wide? 

If Reafon then fcarce finiftes the Beft, 5*5 
Th' unbiaft Few, how fcres. it with the Reft ? 
Where Error holds at Jeaft a dubious fway, 
A war of thoughts, and twilight of a day;* 
Where Prepojfe/fion warps the ductile mind, 
Where blindfold Education leads the blind: 529 
Where Mrefi biaffes, W Qujhms guide, 
And ftrong Defires pour on us like a tide, 
Where Indolence is never at a Lofs, 
Butfaunters on to Heav'n, a Saint ingrofs: 
Where Wit mud mince a Gnat (its throat fo fmall:) 
Where Ignorance an Oftrich gorges all; 526 
Where Zeal her unknown vow of fury keeps, 
And Superftition like an Idiot weeps ; 
Where Persecution lifts its iron rod, 
Bad for good ends, the butcher of the God: 530 
Where Pride dill lift'ning to herfelf appears, 
New forms earth's orbit, and new rolls the fpheres, 

* Homo non uta Matre, fed ut a Novcrca, Natura editus eft in vitam ... in 
quo tamcn ineft tanquam obrutus, quidam divinus Ignis ingenii & mentis. Tull, 
dc Rep. L. 3. Preferv'd 6r St. Auftin, Contr. Pel. L, 4. 

Holds 
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Holds ev n th' Almighty in her airy chain, 

Gives back his laws, well meant, but meant in vain: 

Its bravery at beft ablundring hit, 535 

Its freedom treafon, obloquy its wit ; 

Its vaft requeft juft purely to declaim, 

And the dear little licenfe — to blafpheme;— - 

Say, can cool Virtue here diffuade from ill ? 

Or exil'd Reafon — Pandar to the Will ? — S4<> 

At molt a Voice or Miracle may fave, 

And only Terrors fnatch us from the grave ! 

Suppofe [tho' we difown it oft to be] 
Man from thefe Errors and thefe Paffions free ; 
Well taught by Art, by Nature well inclin'd, 545 
Steady of Judgment, tradable of Mind, 
The firft fteps his, (the giving folly o er,) 
The laft, to practice truth, is ten times more. 

Ah me, what lengths of valley yet remain, 
What hills to climb, ere Reafon s height he gain? 55° 
What ftrength to toil, what labour to pyrfue, 
Still out of reach, and often out of view ! 

Then gracious God, how well doft thou provide 
For erring Reafon an unerring Guide! 

To 
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To filence Explanation [My (try's foe,] 555 
To lead the tim'fous, and exalt the low ; 
Ev'n to the beft, [as all are oft perplext] 
Inftruciive, as true Comments to a text. 

Then let each hour s new whim the Witlings fwell, 
Heav'n let 'em tutor, and extinguifti hell: 560 
Refufe to truft Omnifcience on its troth, 
Yet take a lawyer's Word, or harlot s Oath ; 
Then Bigots, when gainft Bigots they complain, 
And only fmgular, becaufe they're vain. * 
Grant none but they the narrow path can hit — 5^5 
When will two Wits allow each other Wit ? 

Far other views the folid mind employ, 
A bounded profpecT:, but a furer joy : — 
True Knowledge when lhe conquers or abftains, 
Like the true Hero, equal glory gains. 57° 
This, this is Science, facred in its end, 
True to the views of heav'n, one's felf, and friend: 
The earlieft ftudy, as the lateft care, 
The fureft refuge, and the only pray'r. 

* Csctcrum profana Philofophiae turba imperitorum, vana Sanftitudinis, priva 
vera rationis, inops religionis, impos vcritatis, fcrupulofifiimo culm, infolentif- 
fimo fpretu Dcos negligit, pars in Superftitionem, pars in contemptum, timi- 
da, vcl tumuda. Apul de Deo Socr. 

"Othou 
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" O Thou, the God, who high in Heav'n prefides, 
" Whofe eye o'erfees me, and whole wifdom guides, 
" Deal me that Portion of Content and Reft, 
" That unknown Health,and Peace,which fuit me beft : 
" Save me from all the Guilt, and all the Pain, 
"That lull of pleafure brings, and luft of gain; 5 80 
"In Trial fix me, and in Peril fhade, 
" 'Gainft Foes protect: me, 'gainft my Paffions aid ; 
"In Wealth my guardian, and in Want my guide, 
"Twixt a mean Flattery, and drunken Pride: 
<c With Life's more dear Senfations warm my heart, 
"Tranfport to feel, Benevolence t' impart, 586 
"Each homefelt Joy, each publick Duty fend, 
"Make me, and give me, all things in the Friend! 

"But mod protect and guard me in a Mind, 
"Not rafhly bold, nor abjectly refign'd : 590 
"And oh, when Intereft ev'ry Virtue hides, 
"When Error blinds, and Prejudice mifguides, 
"Alike thy Grace, alike thy Truth impart, 
« Beam on my Soul, and triumph o'er my Heart ! 

" Thus let me live unheard of, or forgot, 595 
" My wealth Content, praife Silence, truth my Lot ; 

I " Thy 
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" Thy Word, O God! my Science and Delight, 
"Task of my Day, and Tranfport of my Night: 
" There taught, that he who fuffers is but trfd, 
<c And he who wanders, ftill may find a guide, 600 
" Sanction with Truth, Reward with Virtue join'd, 
u Life without end, and Laws that reach the mind ! 
" Happy the Man, that fuch a Guide can take, 
"Whofe Character is, never tofirfake! 



Define quapropter novitate exterritus ipfa, 
Expuere ex animo Rationem, fed magis acri 
Judicio perpende, & fi tibi vera videtur 
T>ede manus, aut fi falfa eft, accingere contra. 



Lucret. L. 2. 
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BOOKS lately Printed. 

HT^HEEflay on Man in Quarto and Folio, in the fame Sizes 
J with Mr. Pope's Homer and Works. 

Two Satires of the Second Book of Horace imitated, likewife 
in the fame Sizes. 

OfFalfeTafte, by Mr. Pope. 

Of the Ufe of Riches, D° 

Of the Knowledge and Characters of Men, D° 

A New Edition of the Dunciad in Odtavo, with Notes and 
Epigrams. 

The Man ofTafte, Price i s. 

The Art of Politicks, Price i s. 

Harlequin Horace, Price i s. 6 d. with large Additions and ex- 
planatory Notes 

An Epiftle from Rome to Mr. Pope. 

The Progrefs of Love in four Epiftles, Price 6 d. 

Stow : The Gardens of the Lord Cobham, Price 6cL 

Two Epiftles to Mr. Pope, concerning the Authors of the pre- 
ient Age, by the Author of the Univerfal Paflion. 

The Merchant : A Poem by the fame Author. 

Athelwold, a Tragedy ; by A. Hill, Eiq ; 

Darius's Feaft : Or the Force of Truth, a Poem on the four 
Strongeft Things. 

Juft Publifh'd, 

An Epiftle from Mr. Pope to Dr. Arbuthnot, being an Apolo- 
gy for himfelf and Writings. 
Of the Characters of Wo men. 

Thoughts upon the four laft Things, a Poem in four Parts, 
Part i, Death: Part 2, Judgment. 
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